A course in clinical decision making adaptable to diverse audiences.
Faculty at the University of Pennsylvania have developed a prototype course in clinical decision making that can be adapted to the diverse backgrounds of a variety of medical audiences. The course was offered in its entirety to third and fourth-year medical students and in abbreviated form to two postgraduate audiences (community and university-based physicians) during 1982. Methods were developed for content, process, and outcome evaluation for the courses; the latter consisted of pretest and posttest comparisons of performance on a written examination. Ninety-four individuals attended one or more sessions of the three courses. All courses were very favorably received, although the postgraduate audiences perceived less clinical relevance than educational relevance in the material (p less than 0.05). The medical students performed better on the pretest than either group of physicians, with the student-university physician difference reaching statistical significance (p less than 0.01). Nevertheless, all groups performed better on the posttest than on the pretest (p less than 0.001) and the degree of improvement was no different among the groups (p greater than 0.29). We conclude that our course's concepts and skills can be effectively adapted to and assimilated by physicians at all levels of training and experience.